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Chimney
By day it does its thick and heinous work,
only slowly,
clogged with the sweat
of coal, meat, sticks and wood.
It is like a character from folklore
—or something older—transmogrifi ed
into this domestic hunkering
of brick and soot.
*
In the evening it partakes, ominously,
of the sky’s transfi guration into night.
When the men and women have come and gone,
like loaves of bread,
and the darkness solidifi es and the children dream,
the cold of the planets begins to seep in.
Before dawn, with the embers quiet,
the chimney opens itself to the stars’ dying light
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